Mobile Home vs. Manufactured Housing
 
There is a lot of confusion regarding the difference between a mobile home and manufactured home. The two are often used interchangeably, and the definition of each can be unclear.
 According to the California Department of Real Estate,
 “A mobilehome means a structure transportable in one or more sections, designed and equipped to contain not more than two dwelling units to be used with or without a foundation system. Mobilehome does not include a recreational vehicle…”
                                  
The Department does not define nor make any reference to manufactured homes.
 According to the Mobile Home Housing Institute,
 “A manufactured home is a single-family house constructed entirely in a controlled factory environment, built to the federal Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards.”
 
In the 1970’s the mobile home industry felt that the term mobile home gave the wrong image. The 1980 Housing Act mandated “the term mobile home be change manufactured housing in all federal law and literature.” 

According to California Manufactured Housing Institute,
 "A manufactured home is constructed to comply with the National Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards, a uniform building code enforced by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)."
"A mobile home is any home constructed before June 15, 1976 when the HUD Code became effective." 
In conclusion, the term Manufactured Housing refers to homes built after June 15, 1976 in compliance with the HUD’s National Manufactured Home Construction and Safety Standards and anything before that date is a Mobile Home.


